
9:00AM - 10:00AM
Keynote Speaker:  Dr.  Claudia Benitez-Nelson

Auditorium

8:15AM - 9:00AM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH

Registration,  coffee,  and l ight breakfast.
Auditorium

10:00AM - 10:15AM 
BREAK 

500 WILDLIFE PKWY, COLUMBIA,  SC 29210
CONFERNCE DAY, RIVERBANKS ZOO AND GARDEN
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10:15 AM - 11 :00AM
Concurrent Sessions:

Spread awareness about Coastal Expedit ions educational
programs. Funded through our foundation,  these
programs focus on chi ldren's comfort on the water and
exercise through outdoor exploration.  Types of programs
include: Bul ls Is land f ield tr ip,  Outdoor Wilderness
Program, Outside In,  and others.

CLASSROOM B :  
No Kid Left  Dry - Environmental Education with Coastal
Expeditions Foundation

Early exposure to scientists and hands on science
activit ies are a key to the development of STEM interests
in students.  Our SVF team has been developing informal
marine science outreach programs based on the concept
of a virtual f ield tr ip through the Florida Keys.

CLASSROOM A :  
Something Very Fishy:  Training Future Marine Scientists
through Hands on Creative Engagement

Dr. Michael Childress ,  Lauren Chapple ,  Emma Rawls 
(1)Clemson University - Associate Professor of Biological Sciences,
(2) Clemson University - Undergraduate

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH

7:00 PM - 9:00PM
Join us at Bierkel ler Columbia for a pre-conference
welcome event!  Come mingle with other conference
attendees and enjoy some l ight bites compliments of
SCMEA. Wear your favorite marine-themed apparel or
accessories!  

WELCOME EVENT, BEIRKELLER COLUMBIA
 600 Canalside Street Suite 1009,  Columbia S.C.  29201

Katie Morrison, Coastal Expedit ions Foundation

1 22

http://www.bierkellercolumbia.com/
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11 :15 AM - 12:00 PM 
Concurrent Sessions:

CLASSROOM B :  
Where do we stand: a landscape analysis of
environmental/outdoor education of  South Carolina and
the Southeast

The Southeast Environmental Education Al l iance, and the
Environmental Education Association of South Carol ina,
have been working to better understand how we can
accelerate our impact by conducting a landscape
analysis of environmental/outdoor education happening
on the ground and at the state level .  We wil l  explore the
findings to better understand the f ield and how to move
forward more inclusive and stronger.

Water is essential  for human health and well-being. I t
constitutes a signif icant portion of our body and it  plays
a pivotal role in mental health,  inf luencing mood, stress
levels ,  s leep quality ,  and cognit ive function.  The
connection between humans and water extends beyond
consumption.  This talk wi l l  discuss how conserving water
and protecting our water resources is equally important
for the health of our planet and future generations.

CLASSROOM A: 
Dive into Wellness:  The Power of  Water

12:15 PM - 1 :15 PM
Lunch & SCMEA Chapter Meeting
Back Patio/Auditorium

Keith Wil loughby, Environmental Education Association of SC -
Executive Director

Dr.  Tania Graetz-Pedersen, Paul M. Dorman High School - Science
teacher

12:00PM - 12:15 PM 
BREAK 

1 :15 PM - 1 :30 PM 
BREAK 
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Join this interactive,  hands-on session where we wil l  share
information about the Ocean Odyssey Coastl iner program.
A new init iative that highl ights a variety of ocean science
careers with STEM-based activit ies.  Part icipants wil l  learn
more about the program and participate in a few of the
career-focused kits that are available for free! Giveaways
and prizes wil l  be awarded during this session! 

CLASSROOM B :  
Learning How to Block Print:  A STEAM Activity

 E.V.  Bel l  ,  Hannah Kratz ,  Morgan Treon ,  and Carol ine Weathers
(1)S.C. Sea Grant Consortium, (2) Patriots Point Naval & Marit ime
Museum, (3) Woodland Middle School

CLASSROOM A: 
Coastliners:  Cruising the Career Coastline!

1 12 3

Block printing is a fun way to create,  recreate and share
artwork.  In this mini workshop (double session),
participants wil l  learn how to carve their  own blocks and
print pieces to share.  There wil l  be discussions among
participants on how to bring block printing into your
classroom or programs. Everyone should come with a
marine-themed image in mind that could f it  on a 3x4 inch
block.  The simpler your design,  the better!  I f  you don't
consider yourself  an art ist ,  don't  be scared of this session.
We' l l  help you out!

Concurrent Sessions:  Part A
1 :30 PM - 2:15 PM

Jaime Thom, South Carol ina Aquarium - Senior Manager of School
Programs

2:30 PM - 3:15 PM
Concurrent Sessions:  Part B

This second session wil l  include how it  was implemented
in to classrooms! Join this interactive,  hands-on session
where we wil l  share information about the Ocean Odyssey
Coastl iner program. A new init iative that highl ights a
variety of ocean science careers with STEM-based
activit ies.  Part icipants wil l  learn more about the program
and participate in a few of the career-focused kits that
are available for FREE! 

 E.V.  Bel l  ,  Hannah Kratz ,  Morgan Treon ,  and Carol ine Weathers
(1)S.C. Sea Grant Consortium, (2) Patriots Point Naval & Marit ime
Museum, (3) Woodland Middle School

CLASSROOM A: 
Coastl iners:  Cruising the Career Coastl ine!

1 12 3
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5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Dinner & Auction

Block printing is a fun way to create,  recreate and share
artwork.  In this mini workshop (double session),
participants wil l  learn how to carve their  own blocks and
print pieces to share.  There wil l  be discussions among
participants on how to bring block printing into your
classroom or programs. Everyone should come with a
marine-themed image in mind that could f it  on a 3x4 inch
block.  The simpler your design,  the better!  I f  you don't
consider yourself  an art ist ,  don't  be scared of this session.
We' l l  help you out!

CLASSROOM B :  
Learning How to Block Print:  A STEAM Activity

Jaime Thom, South Carol ina Aquarium - Senior Manager of School
Programs

3:15 PM - 5:00 PM 
BREAK / FREE TIME TO EXPLORE THE ZOO

11 :00 AM - 12:00 PM
Stick around for a special  Sunday morning post-
conference animal encounter experience at the
Riverbanks Zoo! Sign up for one of the behind the scene
experiences at registration,  lunch, or during the dinner &
auction.  Options include:

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH

500 WILDLIFE PKWY, COLUMBIA,  SC 29210

OPTIONAL POST-CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE:
RIVERBANKS ZOO ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS! 

Auditorium

THE FRANCES AND
MICHAEL WILLIAMSON

FAMILY CHARITABLE FUND

THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 SPONSORS!

 Gecko Conservation Lab Tour1 .
 Backstage Rhino Tour2.
 Backstage Aquarium Tour3.
 Animal Ambassador Bui lding Tour4.


