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Captain’s Corner
President’s Letter
Happy summer SCMEA-ites!
Now that the weather is turning into summer, I hope everyone is finding a COOL place to
swim or hide in the shade! And as you begin to dream about cooler weather, I hope you
also start to wonder what the annual fall SCMEA conference will bring! Our Conference
Chair (and President-Elect), Meika Samuel, and the rest of the SCMEA Board are very happy to announce that the conference this year will be held October 3rd – 5th at the Penn
Center in Beaufort County. The Penn Center holds a special place in the heart of many
SCMEA members already and I, for one, am looking forward to my first trip there! For those
of you who are not familiar with the Penn Center, it is a National Historic Landmark on St.
Helena Island, one of the most beautiful and historically significant Sea Islands in the state.
The Penn Center sits on 50 acres of the historical campus of Penn School. You can read
more about the fascinating history of this important place at www.penncenter.com.
Some of the details are still in the works, but we do know a few fun plans already, starting
with a conference welcome celebration at the Beaufort Shrimp Festival! We’ll have the
opportunity to enjoy the music and local flavors of the Lowcountry to kick off the conference. Other highlights include a keynote speaker, concurrent sessions, and of course the
annual auction (be thinking of items for donation!).
Online registration for the conference is already open and we are trying something new
this year – an EARLY BIRD rate! If you like saving money, you should definitely take advantage of this opportunity. For current members who register by August 1 st, the fee is $150
which INCLUDES meals, lodging for two nights, as well as conference activities and social
events. That’s quite a deal! After August 1st, the member rate will increase to $175 so go
ahead and visit the SCMEA webpage www.scmarineed.org “Conference” section to register! We’ll keep the website updated with new conference information as we have it.

I hope everyone has a fantastic summer enjoying the ocean, estuaries, and all of our
amazing marine life!
-Blaik Keppler
SCMEA President
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Immerse yourself in an unique cultural and educational exploration of
marine education in South Carolina. Nestled in the historic Sea Islands,
Penn Center serves as the ideal location for an all-inclusive weekend of
marine-filled fun and learning.
FULL Registration Includes:


Meals



Lodging for two nights (Friday and Saturday)



Conference activities



Social events

Register today at :
www.scmarineed.org

Registration Fee

Early Bird

Regular

(until Aug. 1)

(Aug. 1-Sept. 16)

Members

$150

$175

Nonmembers

$175

$200

3

SCMEA Awards!!
SCMEA Marine Educator of the Year
This award recognizes the most outstanding marine educator in
South Carolina. The recipient of this award will receive a $250
check, a five year membership in SCMEA, and an engraved plaque. To nominate an
individual for this award, fill out the form found on the SCMEA website and send it
to the scholarship committee chair by August 20. The recipient of this award will be
acknowledged at the annual conference.

Renkas Marine Education Grants
This award provides funding assistance for individuals implementing educational
projects or programs and is named in honor of Cindy Renkas and her children, Brock
and Jenna. Cindy was the first SCMEA marine educator of the year, a NMEA educator of the year, and along with her children, has played a very active role in SCMEA.
Each year SCMEA gives up to six $250 grants. To apply for an education grant, fill out
the application found on the SCMEA website and submit it to the scholarship committee chair by August 20.
*Individuals cannot receive this award two years in a row. Current officers and
board members are eligible to receive a grant.

Fred James SCMEA Travel Award
This award provides funding to cover expenses associated with
attending the annual SCMEA conference. Each year SCMEA
gives up to three $200 awards. To apply for a SCMEA travel
award, fill out the application form found on the SCMEA website and submit it to the scholarship chair by August 20.
*Current SCMEA officers and board members are eligible to receive a travel award. Previous recipients cannot reapply.

Go to www.scmarineed.org to apply. Deadline August 20!
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NMEA Conference 2014
Sailing into Marine Education from
the Ocean to the Bay
July 21-25, 2014
Annapolis, MD
Register now through July 14!
www.nmea2014.com

Congrats to Callie Van Koughnett and Kevin Kurtz on winning the
2014 Jacques Cousteau Memorial NMEA Conference Travel Awards!!
Callie Van Koughnett is a teacher at Wando High School in Mt.
Pleasant. She teachers Marine Science and sponsors the National Ocean Bowl Team and the Wando Marine Science Club.
She hopes to enhance her curriculum with authentic environmental scenarios, STEM applications and modern data collection techniques while at the NMEA conference. She plans to
share the content with her curriculum team, neighboring science instructors and of course her students.
Kevin Kurtz is a children’s author and educator. His books are ‘A
Day in the Salt Marsh’, ‘A Day in the Deep’ and ‘Uncovering
Earth’s Secrets’. He also regularly goes to K-5 schools to talk about
his books and expand upon the learning they provide. Recently
he has also been doing freelance work for the Consortium for
Ocean Leadership developing education materials and programs about the scientific research vessel the JOIDES Resolution.
While at the conference, he hopes to strengthen and grow his
connections in the marine education community. He also plans
to promote the JOIDES Resolution through his presentation and
continue making sure educators are aware of his marine related
children’s books.
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Apply to win a FREE Standards-based Structured School Program (SSP) at the South Carolina Aquarium. Applications are online now
through September 5, 2014!!
http://www.scaquarium.org/teachers/
Winners receive free admission and free programs for their students. Apply as a class or
grade level today!

Contact Jaime Thom at jthom@scaquarium.org
with questions.

iNaturalist
Here’s a great website where you can record what you see in nature, meet other nature
lovers, and learn about the natural world
www.inaturalist.org
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This new webinar series provides ocean acidification communication tools to
formal & informal educators, and stakeholders across the country. One of its
primary goals, is to promote a more integrated and effective ocean acidification
education community by sharing ocean acidification education and communication activities virtually. With awareness of and access to these resources, the
ocean acidification education and communication community will be able to utilize and continue to create cutting edge communication tools that incorporate
This series is jointly sponsored by the NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries and Ocean Acidification Program.

Upcoming Webinars
Please check here for registration info http://oceanacidification.noaa.gov/AreasofFocus/
EducationOutreach/SOARCEWebinarSeries.aspx

Ocean Acidification Data Visualizations: How to access and
use IOOS data
Presenters: Jan Newton and Amy Sprenger, Northwest Association of Networked Ocean Observing
Systems (NANOOS)
Primary Audience: Informal educators
Date/Time: Tuesday, June 24th 12pm PT (3pm ET)

Ocean Acidification: A Washington State High School
Curricular Framework
Presenters: Meg Chadsey & Paul Williams, Washington State Sea Grant
Primary Audience: Teachers, formal educators
Date/time: Wednesday, Oct. 14th 3pm PT (6pm ET)
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3 Easy Beach Activities
Try these next time you visit the beach!

“Parts” of the Beach

Bioluminescence

1) Have people in your group take about 1) Visit the beach at night.
5-10 minutes to select 5 items from the 2) Go to the waters edge.
beach (for example: shells, horseshoe
3) Watch as the waves roll in. When a
crab molt, piece of trash,…)
wave is receding, use your hand or
2) Have everyone meet up at a desigfoot to disturb the sand.
nated area where you have used your
4) You’ll see tiny flashes of lights!
foot to create a large circle in the
sand that is separated into 5 sections 5) These are tiny bioluminescent organisms. As you rub the sand, you will ig(see diagram) labelling a P.A.R.T.S. in
nite the reaction that causes the light
each section.
to flash within the organism.
P

A

S

R

T

3) Everyone should place each of their
items in the corresponding section in the
circle.
P—plants
A—animals
R—rocks
T—trash
S—shells

4) Go around the circle talking about
each category and the items that
were found.

Cricket Temperature
1) This activities can be done anywhere
outside, not just the beach.
2) Stand outside quietly and very carefully count how many times a cricket
chirps in 14 seconds.
3) Use the following calculation to determine the temperature.
Temp (oF) = number of chirps + 40

5) Male crickets chirp to attract a female. The rate at which
they chirp is dependent
5) Be sure to include a conservation meson the temperature.
sage whenever possible!
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SCMEA Contacts
President:
Blaik Keppler
SC DNR/ACE Basin NERR
kepplerb@dnr.sc.gov
President Elect:
Meika Samuel
Girl Scouts of South Carolina
Msamuel@gssc-mm.org
Past President:
Beth Thomas
North Inlet-Winyah Bay NERR
beth@belle.baruch.sc.edu
Treasurer:
Sarah Piwinski
Trident United Way
spiwinski@gmail.com

Secretary:
Cindy Lilly
Ocean Bay Middle School
clilly001@horrycountyschools.net
Membership Coordinator
Allie Kreutzer
Sewee Association
sewee.educator@earthlink.net
Media Coordinator:
Julie Binz
SC DNR/ACE Basin NERR
binzj@dnr.sc.gov
Board of Directors:
Karen Beshears
KDB Consulting
kbeshears@earthlink.net
Dr. Brandis Hartsell
Roper Mountain Science Center
bhartsel@greenville.k12.sc.us
Rachel Herold
Anderson County Clemson Extension
rherold12@gmail.com
NMEA Representative:
Jaime Thom
South Carolina Aquarium
jthom@scaquarium.org
Scholarship/Awards:
Brian Thill
South Carolina Aquarium
bthill@scaquarium.org

SeaScripts is published and distributed on a quarterly basis. The
submission of articles and announcements to the editor, Kate Brown, at
kbrown@scaquarium.org, is greatly appreciated and encouraged. To ensure
that your submission is included in the proper issue, please observe the following
deadlines:
Spring Issue - February 15th
Summer Issue - May 15th
Fall Issue - August 15th
Winter Issue - November 15th
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